
 

 
 
Students may be suspended or expelled from school only in compliance with law and Board policy.  The Board 
encourages the use of alternatives to out-of-school suspension when appropriate.  The Superintendent is authorized 
to develop administrative procedures implementing this policy. 
 
  
A.    DEFINITIONS 
  

a. Short-Term Suspension – A short-term suspension is the disciplinary exclusion of a student from 
attending his or her assigned school for up to ten (10) school days. 

b. Long-Term Suspension – A long-term suspension is a suspension of greater than ten (10) school 
days.   

c. 365-day Suspension – A 365-day Suspension is a suspension for 365 calendar days based on 
possession of a firearm or destructive device on school property or at a school-sponsored event. 

d. Expulsion – An expulsion is the indefinite exclusion of a student from school enrollment for 
disciplinary purposes.  Upon recommendation of the superintendent, the board may expel a student 
who is 14 years of age or older if the student’s continued presence in school constitutes a clear 
threat to the safety of other students or employees. 

e. Principal – The Principal or his/her designee. 
f. Superintendent – The Superintendent or his/her designee. 
g. Board of Education – The Board of Education or a panel of Board members designated pursuant to 

Policy 2500.  
 
  
B.    SHORT-TERM SUSPENSIONS 
  

The principal has the authority to determine when a short-term suspension is an appropriate consequence 
and to impose the suspension, so long as all relevant board policies are followed. 
 
Except in the circumstances described below, no short-term suspension shall be imposed upon a student 
without first providing the student an opportunity for an informal hearing with the principal. The principal 
may hold the informal hearing immediately after giving the student oral or written notice of the charges. 
The student has the right to be present, to be informed of the charges and the basis for the accusations, and 
to make statements in defense or mitigation of the charges. 
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The principal may impose a short-term suspension without first providing the student with an opportunity for a 
hearing if the presence of the student creates a direct and immediate threat to the safety of other students or staff, or 
substantially disrupts or interferes with the education of other students or the maintenance of discipline at the 
school. In such cases, the principal shall give the student notice of the charges and an opportunity for an informal 
hearing as soon as practicable. 

 
A student under a short-term suspension shall be provided with the following: 
1. the opportunity to take textbooks home for the duration of the suspension; 
2. upon request, the right to receive all missed assignments and, to the extent practicable, the materials 

distributed to students in connection with such assignments; and 
3. the opportunity to take any quarterly, semester, or grading period examinations missed during the 

suspension period. 
 

The principal shall provide notice to the student's parent, the Superintendent and the Student Discipline and 
Safety Officer of any short-term suspension, including the reason for the suspension and a description of 
the alleged student conduct upon which the suspension is based. The notice shall be given by the end of the 
workday during which the suspension is imposed when reasonably possible, but in no event more than two 
days after the suspension is imposed. The notice shall be given by mail, telephone, facsimile, e-mail, or any 
other method reasonably designed to achieve actual notice.  If English is the second language of the parent, 
the notice shall be provided in the parent's primary language, when the appropriate foreign language 
resources are readily available, and in English, and both versions shall be in plain language and shall be 
easily understandable. 
 
A student is not entitled to appeal the principal's decision to impose a short-term suspension to the 
superintendent or local board of education. 

  
C.       LONG-TERM SUSPENSIONS 
 

The principal has the authority to recommend long-term suspension for serious violations consistent with 
the Student Code of Conduct (Policy 4300).  Only the Superintendent has the authority to impose a long-
term suspension.  Prior to the imposition of long-term suspension, the student shall have the opportunity for 
a hearing as described in Section D and the procedures developed by the Superintendent.  
 
If the principal, following an investigation, determines that a long-term suspension is appropriate, he or she 
shall invoke a short-term suspension of ten (10) school days as described in Section B above, and inform 
the student, parent, Superintendent and Student Discipline and Safety Officer of the recommendation for 
long-term suspension.  The length of a long-term suspension shall not exceed the remainder of the current 
school year, except that if the offense leading to the suspension occurs during the final quarter of the school 
year, the suspension may include a period up to the end of the first semester of the following school year. 
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If the principal recommends a suspension of more than ten (10) school days, he or she shall provide written notice 
of the suspension to the student’s parent or guardian and to the Superintendent and the Student Discipline and 
Safety Officer.  The notice shall include the following information: 

(1) A description of the incident and the student's conduct that led to the long-term suspension 
recommendation. 
(2) A reference to the provisions of the Code of Student Conduct that the student is alleged to have 
violated. 
(3) The specific process by which the parent may request a hearing to contest the decision, 
including the number of days within which the hearing must be requested. 
(4) The process by which a hearing will be held. 
(5) Notice that the parent is permitted to retain an attorney. 
(6) Notice that the parent has the right to review and obtain copies of the student's educational 
records before the hearing. 
(7) A reference to the local board policy on the expungement of discipline records as required 
by G.S. 115C-402. 

The written notice shall be provided to the parent/guardian by the end of the workday during which the 
suspension is recommended when reasonably possible, or as soon as practicable thereafter.  If school 
personnel are aware that the parent’s first language is not English and foreign language resources are 
readily available, the notice shall be provided in both English and the parent’s native language.  All notices 
will contain certain basic information translated into the dominant non-English language used by residents 
within the county, as required by law. 

B. Appeal of Long-Term Suspension Recommendation 
 

The student may appeal the long-term suspension recommendation by giving written notice to the 
Superintendent within four (4) school days of the date on which suspension notice was mailed.  If the 
appeal hearing is timely requested, the hearing shall be scheduled prior to the end of the 10-day suspension 
imposed by the principal.  If the hearing is not timely requested, or if the student or parent requests or 
causes a postponement of the hearing, the hearing shall be scheduled as soon as possible after the tenth day 
but the student may not return to the school pending the hearing. If the student will be represented by an 
attorney at the hearing, the Superintendent must be notified at least three (3) days prior to the hearing.   
 
An appeal of a recommendation for long-term suspension shall follow the procedures developed by the 
Superintendent for such appeals. 
 
If the student is not satisfied with the decision of the Superintendent, he or she may appeal to the Board of 
Education within five (5) school days of receipt of the hearing result.  An appeal hearing before the Board 
shall follow the provisions of Board Policy 2500 (Hearings Before the Board) and the procedures 
developed by the Superintendent under this policy. 
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C. Alternative Education Services 
 
Students who are long-term suspended (including 365-day suspensions) shall be offered alternative 
education services unless the Superintendent provides a significant or important reason for declining to 
offer such services. The following may be significant or important reasons, depending on the circumstances 
and the nature and setting of the alternative education services: 

(1) The student exhibits violent behavior. 
(2) The student poses a threat to staff or other students. 
(3) The student substantially disrupts the learning process. 
(4) The student otherwise engaged in serious misconduct that makes the provision of alternative 
educational services not feasible. 
(5) Educationally appropriate alternative education services are not available in the local school 
administrative unit due to limited resources. 
(6) The student failed to comply with reasonable conditions for admittance into an alternative 
education program. 

The Superintendent shall notify the parent/guardian in writing of the reason for declining to offer 
alternative education services.  The student may appeal a denial of alternative services to the Board of 
Education. 
 

D. 365-Day Suspensions 
 
The principal shall recommend a 365 calendar day suspension for any student who is determined to have 
brought or been in possession of a firearm or destruction device, as defined in Policy 4300 (Student Code 
of Conduct), on school property or at a school-sponsored event.  The superintendent shall not impose a 
365-day suspension if the superintendent determines that the student took or received the firearm or 
destructive device from another person at school or found the firearm or destructive device at school, 
provided that the student delivered or reported the firearm or destructive device as soon as practicable to a 
law enforcement officer or a school employee and had no intent to use such firearm or destructive device in 
a harmful or threatening way. 
 
The student may appeal a recommendation for 365-day suspension according to Section D above and the 
procedures developed by the Superintendent.  The Superintendent shall review the 365-day suspension and 
may modify, in writing, the required suspension for an individual student on a case-by-case basis. 
Notwithstanding other authorizing language in this policy, the Superintendent’s designee is not authorized 
to modify a 365-day suspension.  The Superintendent shall consider offering alternative education services 
and provide notice regarding that decision as described in Section E above.  A student who is suspended for 
365 days may petition for readmission after 180 days as described in Section H below. 
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E. Expulsion 
 
The principal may recommend expulsion of any student 14 years of age or older upon determining that the 
student’s continued presence in school constitutes a clear threat to the safety of other students or 
employees.  A recommendation for expulsion may be appealed according to Section D above and the 
procedures developed by the Superintendent.  In the absence of an appeal, the Superintendent shall submit 
written evidence to the Board of Education to support the recommendation.  Prior to the expulsion, the 
Board shall conduct a hearing to determine whether there is clear and convincing evidence that the 
student’s continued presence in school constitutes a clear threat to the safety of other students or school 
staff.  The student and parent shall be provided reasonable notice of the time and place of the scheduled 
hearing. 
 
The Board shall also consider whether there are alternative education services that may be offered to the 
student.  A student who is expelled may petition for readmission after 180 days as described in Section H 
below. 
 

F. Requests for Readmission from 365-day Suspension or Expulsion 
 
All students suspended for 365 days or expelled may, after 180 calendar days from the date of the 
beginning of the suspension or expulsion, request readmission into the school system.  A decision on 
readmission shall be issued within 30 days of the written request.  If a student is readmitted under this 
policy, the Board and the Superintendent have the right to assign the student to any program within the 
school system and to place reasonable conditions on the readmission. 
 
1. Process for 365-day Suspended Students 

 
The student/parent must make their request in writing to the Superintendent.  The Superintendent shall 
offer the student the opportunity for an in-person meeting. The Superintendent  shall consider and 
decide on requests for readmission, and provide written notice of the decision within thirty (30) days. 
The student shall be readmitted if the student demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Superintendent that 
the student's presence in school no longer constitutes a threat to the safety of other students or school 
personnel. 

 
If readmission is denied, the student/parent may appeal the decision to a hearing panel of the Board of 
Education. 

 
2. Process for Expelled Students 
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The student/parent must make their request in writing to the Board of Education.  The Board of Education shall 
consider all requests for readmission of expelled students, together with the recommendation of the Superintendent.  
The Board shall consider the request based on the records submitted by the student and the response by the 
administration and shall allow the parties to be heard by a hearing panel of the Board of Education.  The 
student/parent shall be given written notice of the Board's final decision within thirty (30) days of the request.   

 
An expelled student may subsequently request readmission not more often than every six months. The 
Board is not required to consider subsequent readmission request filed sooner than six months after the 
previous request was filed. 

 
G. Suspension or Expulsion of Students with Disabilities 

 
All suspensions involving students with disabilities shall be in compliance with state and federal laws and 
guidelines.  Students with disabilities shall receive educational services during periods of suspension or 
expulsion to the extent required by state and federal law and regulations.  Board Policy 4354 will govern 
suspensions of students with disabilities. 
 

H. Student Discipline Records 
 
The principal shall retain in each student’s file all disciplinary records, including notice of any long-term 
suspension or expulsion and a record of conduct for which the student was suspended or expelled.  The 
superintendent may expunge a notice of expulsion or long-term suspension from the student's record if all 
of the following criteria are met:  
1. the student graduates from high school or is not suspended or expelled during a two-year period 

following the student's return to school after the suspension or expulsion;  
2. the superintendent determines that maintenance of the record is no longer required to maintain safe and 

orderly schools; and 
3. the superintendent determines that the maintenance of the record is no longer needed to adequately 

serve the student.  
 
The superintendent shall expunge a notice of expulsion or long-term suspension from the student's record if 
all of the above criteria are met and a parent, eligible student, student who is married, or student who is at 
least 16 years old requests expungement. 

  
Legal References:  U.S. Const. amend. XIV, § 1; N.C. Const. art. I, § 19; Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act, 20 U.S.C. 1400 et. seq., 34 C.F.R. pt. 300; IDEA Improvement Act of 1997, Pub. L. No. 105-
17; The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. 706(8), 794, 34 C.F.R. pt. 104; The Americans With Disabilities Act, 
42 U.S.C. 12134, 28 C.F.R. pt. 35; G.S. 115C, art. 9; 115C-47, -276(r), -288, -391; Procedures Governing 
Programs and Services for Children with Special Needs, State Board Policy Number 10A100. 
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